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Trade and  COVID-19



Trade Logistics challenges and response



Trade Logistics challenges and response to  COVID-19



UNCTAD PROPOSED Action Plan in response to COVID-19



HOW COUNTRIES CAN LEVERAGE TRADE FACILITATION 

TO DEFEAT THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC



Action to help vulnerable countries (LLDCs and SIDS’) 

while continuing to protect global public health. 



NTFCs and RTFCs and  COVID-19



Challenges for NTFCs during the COVID-19 crisis

• Lack of defined role and involvement of the NTFCs in national COVID 
Emergency Task Forces: Lack of NTFC visibility in many countries within 
the institutional architecture

• Emergency issues dealt by the political level: NTFCs considered 
technical committees. 

• Absence of regulatory guidelines about teleworking, online meetings 
and messaging: The COVID-19 crisis has de facto established new 
channels of communication

• Lack of connectivity: Access to internet and technology have proven very 
difficult for the stakeholders, particularly for those teleworking in developing 
countries

• Absence of a national crisis database of focal points : Contact details 
of relevant Trade facilitation focal points and border agencies lacking



Experiences of NTFCs during the COVID-19 crisis

National trade facilitation committees are the right platform to bring 
together public and private sectors not only to address current 
bottlenecks to trade caused by the pandemic, but also to prepare for 
recovery

• Emergency Task Forces:  Some NTFCs have been setting up ad-hoc 
crisis committees or have been integrated parts of the national emergency 
task forces. 

• Dissemination of information during crisis: Some countries have used 
trade information portals to ease trade by simplifying and explaining 
procedures and processes as well as COVID-19 emergency measures 

• Coordinating border actions: NTFCs have worked with local authorities 
to expedite customs clearance and release of goods essential to 
combatting the spread of the pandemic, such as masks, gels and 
disinfectants, setting up clearance, organizing convoys etc. 



NTFCs part of the recovery  and preparing for future crisis

• Increased political commitment in trade facilitation: after years of funding 
from development partners, Governments through the national budget should 
allocate resources ensuring trade facilitation is coordinated through NTFCs

• Increased visibility of the NTFCs: More political and media visibility for 
NTFCs is required.

• NTFCs working as One: The primary objective of the NTFC is the coordination 
of trade facilitation reforms, be them at national, regional and continental levels

– Through technology: simple IT management tools can help NTFCs in 
coordinating implementation and monitoring progress of reforms.

– Through Committee reform and alignment: Government committee 
alignment and simplification and NTFCs crisis ad-hoc group part of the 
National Emergency Task force 

• Linkage between the NTFCs and the RECs for a regional coordinated policy 
response



NTFCs role in response to COVID-19



Regional Trade Facilitation
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UNCTAD Covid-19 response assistance



UNCTAD Empowerment Programme for National Trade Facilitation Committees

Intensive Courses

• Blended – online and webinars

• Members and the Secretariat

• Certification

http://unctad.org/tfcommittees

Trade portal

- 35 Electronic Portals

- 2,993 processes documented

- 80% reduction in procedures and 

documentation
http://tradeportal.eregulations.org

http://unctad.org/tfcommittees
http://tradeportal.eregulations.org/
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UNCTAD and the five UN Regional Commissions COVID-19 response in trade and transport :

1. Assist developing countries to implement existing UN solutions to build transport, trade and logistics 
resilience in the wake of COVID-19

2. Equip governments in developing countries to adapt to new post-COVID-19, while considering their specific 
and local conditions.

3. Based around three clusters designed to match existing and emerging standards and best practices in 
transport and trade facilitation with new realities and demands arising from COVID-19:.

– Cluster 1 Contactless solutions and good practices. Reducing physical contact among people in cross-
border supply chains by facilitating the flow of goods without spreading the virus.

– Cluster 2 Seamless connectivity. Eliminating obstacles to cross-border trade and transport 
operations arising from the COVID-19 crisis.

– Cluster 3 Collaborative solutions. Strengthening regional and sectoral cooperation to facilitate joint 
actions and solutions in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The three clusters build on the UN’s proven conventions, standards, tools and instruments, such as UNCTAD’s 
Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA), the eTIR International System (TIR Convention) carnet and 
trade data exchange standards of the UN Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT), 
as well as the Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade.



Thank you for your attention

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DTL/TTL/Trade-Facilitation.asp

Poul.Hansen@unctad.org

https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DTL/TTL/Trade-Facilitation.asp

