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Project Origin

•Yearly Secretariat report on the Vienna Programme of Action 
for the Landlocked Developing Countries to UN OHRLLS

•23 March 2021 Aid for Trade Stocktaking event on the Impact 
of COVID-19 on Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) 
and Implications for Resilient Recovery, where LLDCs 
expressed the effects of the effects of COVID-19 border 
measures on their import and export capabilities 

•Finally, a meeting between LLDC Group and Director-General 
Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, afterwhich the DG requested that the 
WTO Secretariat to conduct a study on the logistical 
constraints impacting the trade performance of LLDCs.
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Transit Issues
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Recommendations

• LLDCs to lead on transparency

• Enhanced TFA implementation

• Priorities import/export documentation and border cooperation

• Digitalization of border processes

• Customs interconnectivity and interoperability

• Developing transit corridors

• Targeted AFT

• Improving trade related infrastructure
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• LLDC and Transit Country TPRs to focus on transit & transport

• Interdependency of LLDCs and transit countries

• Information on transit requirements

• Develop SPS standards that apply to goods in transit only when 
they present a risk

• Provide assistance to LLDCs to develop quality infrastructure to 
meet standards
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• ROO should not require direct consignment

• Tackle the logistics, shipping cost and supply chain issues

• Engage in e-commerce discussions in WTO to close digital 
divide

• Connectivity and digital technologies should be a priority for 
LLDCs

• Develop industries and services that are less affected by lack 
of sea access

• Enhanced partnerships 9
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